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Appendix 2 
 

London Assembly (Mayor’s Question Time) – 16 November 2016 

 

Transcript of Agenda Item 4 – Oral Update on the Report of the Mayor  

 

 

 

Tony Arbour AM (Chairman):  The Mayor will now provide an oral update of up to five minutes in length on 

matters occurring since the publication of his report.  

 

Sadiq Khan (Mayor of London):  Thank you, Chairman.  I wish to begin by informing the Assembly that I am 

now signalling my support for a potential legal challenge to the Government’s decision to build a third runway 

at Heathrow. I promised that I would not just stand by and see hundreds of thousands suffer from the 

additional noise and air pollution and I am ready to help to ensure that this misery is not inflicted on 

Londoners.  I have directed TfL to provide its expert advice and assistance to support Hillingdon, Richmond, 

Wandsworth, Windsor and Maidenhead Councils and Greenpeace as they prepare for a joint legal challenge.  I 

will be ready for us to play an active role in the action if required. 

 

A third runway at Heathrow is just not compatible with the Government’s duty to achieve and sustain legal 

levels of air quality.  The Government also needs to show how billions of pounds can be found to improve road 

and rail connections to Heathrow.  I have directed TfL to further assess the impact on London of this proposed 

expansion and to work closely with the Government during the preparation of its National Policy Statement 

and planning process to ensure the significant environmental hurdles are fully appreciated. 

 

Mr Chairman, following the successful Client Earth High Court ruling, I have called on the Government to take 

immediate action on London’s toxic air.  Filthy air is causing 9,400 deaths every year in London alone and that 

is before we look at all the other health problems.  We need action now.  The Government has been seriously 

complacent about this health emergency for the last six years and now is the time for it to stop gambling with 

our health and show real leadership.  We urgently need a national diesel scrappage scheme and a Clean Air Act 

fit for the 21st century.  We also need real funding prioritised for London.  It is high time the Government took 

this seriously.  The decision to proceed with a third runway at Heathrow tells me that it is not. 

 

I am pleased to announce that Amy Lamé has been appointed London’s first-ever Night Czar following 

phenomenal interest in the role with 187 applicants.  Amy was appointed based on her extensive knowledge 

and experience of the night-time economy, having built her career in the industry over the last two decades.  

She has a proven track record in the area, including fighting for the future of one of the capital’s legendary 

lesbian, gay, bisexual and trans (LGBT+) venues, the Royal Vauxhall Tavern.  Amy is an accomplished writer, 

television and radio presenter and performer, a former Mayoress of Camden and a leading figure in the 

capital’s night-time industry.  In her first initiative as Night Czar, Amy is planning a series of monthly night 

surgeries, when she will be out and about across the capital in the evenings, speaking directly to businesses, 

night-time workers and the public to get an understanding of Londoners’ views on the night-time economy. 

 

On Monday I brought together city leaders and mayors from across Europe and the United Kingdom (UK) and 

social policy experts as I held my first Social Integration Conference at City Hall.  The conference was organised 

to share ideas and solutions for creating more cohesive communities.  One of my key messages was to ensure 
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we do everything possible to prevent the politics of division spreading to diverse cities like London.  The less 

integrated societies are, the greater the economic and social costs.  In the UK, it is estimated that a lack of 

social integration costs the economy approximately £6 billion. 

 

Finally, I am pleased to announce that the Home Office will be publishing the job advert for the role of 

Commissioner of Police of the Metropolis on its website later today.  The MPS does incredible service, working 

hard with enormous dedication every single day to keep us safe.  It is, therefore, absolutely essential that we 

find the best possible person to take the MPS forward over the coming years.  I am looking forward to working 

with the Home Secretary, Amber Rudd, on appointing the new Commissioner. 

 

Tony Arbour AM (Chairman):  Thank you very much, Mr Mayor.  Before I ask Members if they have any 

comments on your oral statement, can I on behalf of the Assembly and particularly on behalf of my 

constituents in South West London welcome the fact that you are putting the whole weight of yourself and TfL 

behind the opposition to the expansion of Heathrow. 

 

Are there any questions, please, on the Mayor’s statement?  So far as the Night Czar is concerned, of course, it 

is the first question on the order paper in any event.  

 

Leonie Cooper AM: I just wanted to associate myself with your remarks concerning Richmond because the 

overflying over Wandsworth causes a great deal of disturbance to a number of my constituents, particularly in 

the Putney and Battersea areas.  It affects people from all walks of life.  Despite the fact that some people say 

it is only rich people it affects, it affects everybody on housing estates, people who live in large houses and all 

sectors of the housing market.  I just wished to associate myself with your remarks.  Thank you, Chairman.  

 

Tony Arbour AM (Chairman):  Thank you.  

  

Keith Prince AM:   I would just like to come in on the back of what Assembly Member Cooper said.  I, too, 

support your position, Mr Mayor.  It is the right thing for the people of Havering and Redbridge.  It is a pity 

that two of my Labour colleagues in the shape of Wes Streeting MP [Ilford North] and Mike Gapes MP [Ilford 

South] do not share your position. 
 
 


